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Description and justification of the result

The collective monograph Synthetic Becoming expands knowledge, not only by
delineating a new research field that introduces the increasingly discussed phenomenon
of endocrine disruption into wider social and cultural contexts, but also by making

a unique contribution to the developing field of artistic research.

Contribution to research on endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs)

EDCs are environmentally ubiquitous chemical compounds leading to compromised
functions of hormones. The persistent and long-term use of EDCs has been linked to
deleterious effects on human sexuality and reproductive health. While the increasing
threat of toxicity has, for good reason, prompted media attention, the overfocus on
disruption to sex and sexuality at the expense of many other health risks associated

with toxic exposure, such as cancer, autoimmune disease or metabolic disorder, calls

for critical review. The book Synthetic Becoming places the issue of EDCs in the wider
context of the actions of other hormonally active substances, such as hormones produced
by the bodies of plants and animals or pharmaceutical hormones used to regulate

human sexuality and reproduction and offers ways to address the issue of endocrine
disruption without causing sexual panic and fuelling transphobic attitudes. The book

is the first comprehensive work that studies EDCs from the perspective of humanities,
social sciences, and culture. The new interdisciplinary research field is outlined in the
introduction, developed through individual contributions of variously situated authors, and
conceptualized by the jointly written glossary of terms.

Contribution to artistic research

The book Synthetic Becoming makes a unique contribution to the field of artistic research.
Resulting from the collaboration of researchers from the fields of art, science and
technology studies (STS), medical anthropology, cultural anthropology, gender studies,
evolutionary biology, genetics, and bioethics (to name at least some of the fields of more
than thirty involved researchers), the book offers a comprehensive and multifaceted

view of EDCs as bio-social agents affecting not only the biology of organisms, but also
social and cultural environments. The book demonstrates the potential of experimental,
innovative methods combining artistic research, multi-modal ethnography, sensorial
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cartography, visual anthropology, and autotheoretical approaches to expand knowledge
about complex bio-social phenomena such as endocrine disruption.

Key role of authors from BUT

The book is the result of an interdisciplinary collaboration initiated by FFA's PhD
researcher Lenka Veseld, who, in addition to contributing one of the chapters to the
book, became the moderator of the joint debate and the coordinator of the book creation
process. In addition, she presented the ongoing results of the collaboration on the book
and subsequently the finished publication in numerous conference appearances and
presentations to the pubilic.

Reviews and impact

The collaboration on the book resulted not only in the book itself, but also in the exhibition
of the same name in the FFA Gallery and the Synthesizing Knowledge symposium held on
the occasion of the book's release.

Exhibition

Synthetic Becoming, curator Lenka Vesela, FFA Gallery, Brno,
December 2022—10 February 2023, https://artalk.cz/2022/12/27/synthetic-
becoming-v-galerii-favu/.

The exhibition, held on the occasion of the publication of the book

Synthetic Becoming, showcased the research of the book's authors.

An accompanying brochure was published for the exhibition, in which main research
starting points were presented in a concise form. Several guided tours took place
during the two-month exhibition.

Symposium
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Synthesizing Knowledge: Methodologies, Epistemologies, Worlds, FFA BUT,

5—7 December 2022, https://www.favu.vut.cz/en/ffa-news-f26745/symposium-
unconference-synthesizing-knowledge-with-an-open-program-of-short-keynotes-
5-7-dec-2022-d233848.

Additionally, a symposium with the participation of authors involved in the creation
of the book was also held. The symposium was concerned with artistic research
methods and formats and their intersections with other disciplines. During the three
days of the symposium, an international group of 18 researchers working in the fields
of art and design as well as humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, in and
outside the academic environment, shared their experience with interdisciplinary
experiments, reflexive forms of research, research based on collaboration and
sharing, and affective and socially engaged approaches to research. In a joint forum
and in smaller groups, participants addressed the conditions in which they work and
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how these conditions affect the way they work. Through the analysis of their own
concrete experience with practicing interdisciplinary and collective ways of working,
the participants examined what such research enables and how collaboration
changes the way they work. More on the symposium: Vit BOHAL, “Synthesizing
Knowledge: A Note About Unconferencing”, 3/4 magazine, December 2022,
https://34.sk/en/synthesizing-knowledge-a-note-about-unconferencing.

Reviews

The book received laudatory reviews in three languages (Czech, English, French)
highlighting the joint efforts of the authors and the innovativeness of the
methods addressing a socially important topic. The book was also covered

in a comprehensive article in Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition and was
recommended in Art & Antiques magazine.

Ela PLIHALOVA, “Vsichni jsme syntetické bytosti” [We Are All Synthetic Beings],
Artalk, 29 March 2023, https://artalk.cz/2023/03/29/vsichni-jsme-synteticke-bytosti/.

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: O molekularnim spolubyti,“ 3/4 magazine,
December 2022, https://34.sk/synthetic-becoming-o0-molekularnim-spolubyti.

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,” 3/4 magazine,
December 2022, https://34.sk/en/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-
commons.

Review reprinted in

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,” Makery: Media
for Labs, 1 March 2023, https://www.makery.info/en/2023/03/01/english-synthetic-
becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/.

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Vivre dans les communs moléculaires,” Makery: le
média de tous les labs, 1 March 2023, https://www.makery.info/2023/03/01/english-
synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/.

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,” More-than-Planet,
March 2023, https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-
molecular-commons-vit-bohal-march-2023.

Other articles and mentions

Lenka VESELA, “Chemicky antropocén” [The Chemical Anthropocenel, Flash Art,
Czech and Slovak Edition, vol. 66, December 2022—March 2023, p. 18—21.
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/.

“Synthetic Becoming,” Art & Antiques, March 2023, p. 76.

The ongoing results of the collaboration on the book and subsequently the finished
publication were further presented during numerous conference appearances and
presentations to the pubilic.

3/27


https://artalk.cz/2023/03/29/vsichni-jsme-synteticke-bytosti/
https://34.sk/en/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons
https://34.sk/en/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons
https://www.makery.info/en/2023/03/01/english-synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/
https://www.makery.info/en/2023/03/01/english-synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/
https://www.makery.info/2023/03/01/english-synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/
https://www.makery.info/2023/03/01/english-synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/
https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons-vit-bohal-marc
https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons-vit-bohal-marc
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/

Conference presentations of the book

,Synthetic Becoming,” Cesty uméleckého vyzkumu [Ways of Artistic Research],
Theatre Faculty, Janacek's Academy of Performing Arts and FFA BUT;

Kino CIT, Galerie TIC, Brno, 25 January 2023, https://www.facebook.com/
events/1221367271803362/?ref=newsfeed.

“Synthetic Becoming: Engaging the Intersection of Art, Activism, and Feminist
Technoscience” in panel “Making Livable Worlds Through Reflexive Methods: Care
and Intervention in STS Research,” EASST 2022: Politics of Technoscientific Futures,
Madrid, 6—9 July 2022, https://easst2022.org/index.asp.

“Articulating the Not-Yet: Research on Chemical Becoming,” Articulations 2021:
Symposium on Artistic Research, The Swedish Research Council with Malmo
University (School of Arts and Communication/K3) and Inkost, Malmé and online,
24—25 November 2021, https://www.vr.se/english/just-now/events/event-
archive/2021-05-06-symposium-on-artistic-research-2021.html.

Presentation of the book during public appearances for wider audiences

Evening with K. Verlag & Synthetic Becoming, ArtMap, Prague, 4 May 2023,
https://www.facebook.com/events/583877657171563/?ref=newsfeed.

“Synthetic Becoming,” Flash Art Czech & Slovak Edition 66: TOXIC, Kampus

Hybernska, Prague, 8 February 2023, https://flashart.cz/2023/04/05/krest-flash-art-
czech-slovak-edition-66-toxic/.

“Synthetic Becoming,” presentation for KREAS Colloquium “Creativity and
a Cybernetic Concept of Culture,” Prague Microfestival (PMF), 15 October 2022,
https://www.praguemicrofestival.com/cs/2022/event/2000-kreas-kolokvium-panel-

i-noemi-purkrabkova-lukas-prokop-lenka-vesela: https://www.praguemicrofestival.
com/cs/2022/colloquium.

“Synthetic Becoming”, Spooky Butt 2: Bio-Efficient/Recursive Procession, Terén, Katakomby
CED, Brno, 4 August 2021, https://jasuteren.cz/en/program/spooky-butt-druhy-dil.

Conferences and other academic and non-academic presentations of research
discussed in the chapter Lenka VESELA, “Keeping Track of Endocrine Disruption”,
in: VESELA, Synthetic Becoming, pp. 192—2009.

“Getting Sad With Anthropocene Chemicals,” invited talk for the programme Thinking
through Materialities: Insights from and for Gender Studies and Cultural
Anthropology, University of Basel, 18 October 2023, https://genderstudies.philhist.
unibas.ch/de/aktuelles/news/details/ringvorlesung-thinking-through-materialities-
insights-from-and-for-gender-studies-and-cultural-anthropology/.

“Synthetic Becoming,” invited talk for the programme Gender Dialogues:

Interdisciplinary Forum for Young Scholars, Center of Gender Studies, Faculty of Arts,
Charles University, 26 September.
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“Getting Angry With Environmental Chemicals” in panel “Collaborating with Matter:
Explorations of New Feminist Materialism in Multiple Lifeworlds”, STS-CH 2023
conference Science, Expertise and other Modes of Knowledge: Trends, Patterns, and
Prospects, University of Basel, 31 August—1 September 2023, https://sts2023.ch/.

“Getting Angry With Environmental Chemicals,” Earth Sensations: Affects, Sensibilities
and Attachments in an Era of Climate Change, Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies,
Aarhus University, Denmark, 13—14 October 2022, https://aias.au.dk/events/earth-
sensations.

“Keeping Track of the Anthropocene: Endocrine Disruption Tracker Tool” in panel
Posthumanism/New Materialism, 11th European Feminist Research Conference:
Social Change in a Feminist Perspective: Situating Gender Research in Times of
Political Contention, University of Milano-Bicocca, 15—18 June 2022,
https://11efrc.unimib.it/.

“Endocrine Disruption Tracker Tool”, paper discussed at Vienna Ethnography Lab:
Relating Risks, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, University of Vienna,
28—30 September 2022, https://ksa.univie.ac.at/en/department/events/vienna-
ethnography-laboratories/.

“Endocrine Disruption Tracker Tool”, presentation for the symposium Toxic Futures
and the Creative Process organized by Planet B-Module for Sustainability and
Civilizational Issues at UMPRUM, 27 October 2022, https://www.umprum.cz/en/web/
about-umprum/sustainability/planet-b/toxic-futures-and-the-creative-process.

“Mé chemickeé ja: o Zivoté s toxickymi chemickymi latkami (a navzdory jim)” [My
Chemical Self: On Life With and Despite Toxic Chemicals], talk for the course
Antropologie, télo a biotechnologie [Anthropology, Body, and Biotechnologies],
Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Brno 29 November 2022.

The publication received a nomination in the “Most Beautiful Czech Books of 2022”
competition (MBCBY) in the category of non-fiction literature. MBCBY is held by the
Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and the Museum of Czech Literature (MCL). The
nominated and awarded books go on display in the MCL, the international book fair Book
World Prague, the festival LITR Olomouc, Tabook, Designblok,
the Moravian Gallery in Brno, among other international fairs and expos.
“The Most Beautiful Czech Books of 2022,” Museum of National Literature,
https://pamatniknarodnihopisemnictvi.cz/4078-2022/.
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Images

The collective monograph Synthetic Becoming.
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Images

The collective monograph Synthetic Becoming.

Synthetic Becoming entry in the co-publisher K. Verlag's catalogue. K. Verlag is a small Berlin-based
publisher with a worldwide distribution network, which has been named (in 2023 and 2020)
a recipient of the prestigious Deutscher award to honor outstanding small and independent
publishers by the Federal Ministry of Culture.
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Images

Poster for the exhibition Synthetic Becoming, curator Lenka Veseld, FFA Gallery, Brno,
6 December 2022—10 February 2023, https://artalk.cz/2022/12/27/synthetic-becoming-v-galerii-favu/.
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The exhibition Synthetic Becoming.
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Images

The book Synthetic Becoming at the exhibition
Synthetic Becoming.

The Synthetic Becoming exhibition brochure, in
which main research starting points were presented
in a concise form.
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Poster for the symposium Synthesizing Knowledge: Methodologies, Epistemologies, Worlds, FFA BUT,
5-7 December 2022, https://www.favu.vut.cz/en/ffa-news-f26745/symposium-unconference-
synthesizing-knowledge-with-an-open-program-of-short-keynotes-5-7-dec-2022-d233848.
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The symposium Synthesizing Knowledge: Methodologies, Epistemologies, Worlds.
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The book review Ela PLIHALOVA, “V&ichni jsme syntetické bytosti” [We Are All Synthetic
Beings], Artalk, 29 March 2023, https://artalk.cz/2023/03/29/vsichni-jsme-synteticke-

bytosti/.

The book review Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,” 3/4
magazine, December 2022, https://34.sk/en/synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-
commons.
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The book review Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Vivre dans les communs moléculaires,”
Makery: le média de tous les labs, 1 March 2023, https://www.makery.info/2023/03/01/
english-synthetic-becoming-life-in-the-molecular-commons/.

The book review Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,”
More-than-Planet, March 2023, https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-
life-in-the-molecular-commons-vit-bohal-march-2023.
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The book review Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,”
More-than-Planet, March 2023, https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-
life-in-the-molecular-commons-vit-bohal-march-2023.
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The book review Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,”
More-than-Planet, March 2023, https://www.more-than-planet.eu/logs/synthetic-becoming-
life-in-the-molecular-commons-vit-bohal-march-2023.
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Images

Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,”
Makery: Media for Labs.
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Vit BOHAL, “Synthetic Becoming: Life in the Molecular Commons,”
18/27 Makery: Media for Labs.
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The book was covered in a comprehensive article in Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition.
Lenka VESELA, “Chemicky antropocén” [The Chemical Anthropocene],
Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition, vol. 66, December 2022—March 2023, p. 18—21.
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/.
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The book was covered in a comprehensive article in Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition.
Lenka VESELA, “Chemicky antropocén” [The Chemical Anthropocene],
Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition, vol. 66, December 2022—March 2023, p. 18—21.
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/.
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The book was covered in a comprehensive article in Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition.
Lenka VESELA, “Chemicky antropocén” [The Chemical Anthropocene],
Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition, vol. 66, December 2022—March 2023, p. 18—21.
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/.
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The book was covered in a comprehensive article in Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition.
Lenka VESELA, “Chemicky antropocén” [The Chemical Anthropocene],
Flash Art, Czech and Slovak Edition, vol. 66, December 2022—March 2023, p. 18—21.
https://flashart.cz/2023/02/02/chemicky-antropocen/.
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“Synthetic Becoming,” Art & Antiques, March 2023, p. 76.
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“Getting Sad With Anthropocene Chemicals,” invited talk for the programme Thinking through Materialities:
Insights from and for Gender Studies and Cultural Anthropology, University of Basel, 18 October 2023,
https://genderstudies.philhist.unibas.ch/de/aktuelles/news/details/ringvorlesung-thinking-through-
materialities-insights-from-and-for-gender-studies-and-cultural-anthropology/.
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Images

Evening with K. Verlag & Synthetic Becoming, “Synthetic Becoming,” Flash Art Czech & Slovak
ArtMap, Prague, 4 May 2023, https://www.facebook. Edition 66: TOXIC, Kampus Hybernskd, Prague, 8
com/events/583877657171563/?ref=newsfeed. February 2023, https://flashart.cz/2023/04/05/

krest-flash-art-czech-slovak-edition-66-toxic/.

“Synthetic Becoming,” presentation for KREAS Colloquium “Creativity and a Cybernetic
Concept of Culture,” Prague Microfestival (PMF), 15 October 2022, https://www.praguemicrofestival.com/
cs/2022/event/2000-kreas-kolokvium-panel-i-noemi-purkrabkova-lukas-prokop-lenka-vesela:
https://www.praguemicrofestival.com/cs/2022/colloquium.
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“Synthetic Becoming”, Spooky Butt 2: Bio-Efficient/Recursive Procession, Terén, Katakomby CED, Brno, 4
August 2021, https://jasuteren.cz/en/program/spooky-butt-druhy-dil.
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“Most Beautiful Czech Books of 2022” competition (MBCBY) in the category of non-fiction
literature. MBCBY is held by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and the Museum of Czech
Literature (MCL), https://pamatniknarodnihopisemnictvi.cz/4078-2022/.
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